Synopsis
Nunsense is a hilarious spoof about the misadventures of five nuns trying to manage a fundraiser. Sadly, the
rest of the sisterhood died of accidental food poisoning by the convent cook, Sister Julia (Child of God). The remaining
nuns – ballet-loving Sister Leo, street-wise Sister Robert Anne, befuddled Sister Mary Amnesia, the Mother Superior
Sister Regina, and mistress of the novices Sister Mary Hubert – stage a talent show in order to raise the money to bury
their dearly departed.
With catchy songs, spontaneous dance and irreverent comedy, Nunsense is sure to tickle your funny bone.
Nunsense opened Off-Broadway in New York in 1985 and later became its second-longest running show in history.
Today the show has become an international phenomenon. With more than 5,000 productions worldwide, it has
been translated into 21 languages.

Songs ~ Act 1
Overture

Orchestra

Veni Creator Spiritus

All

Nunsense is Habit-Forming

All

A Difficult Transition

All

Benedicite

Sisters Leo & Hubert

The Biggest Ain’t The Best

Sisters Hubert & Leo

Another Surprise

Sister Robert Anne

Playing Second Fiddle

Sister Robert Anne

Second Fiddle Conclusion

Sister Robert Anne

So You Want To Be A Nun

Sister Amnesia

Mock Fifties
Turn Up The Spotlight
Lilacs Bring Back Memories

Sisters Leo & Robert Anne
Rev. Mother
Sisters Hubert, Leo, Amnesia & Rev. Mother

Mother Turn Off That Spotlight

All

Tackle That Temptation

All

Songs ~ Act 2
Growing Up Catholic

Sisters Robert Anne, Leo, Hubert & Amnesia

Clean Out The Freezer

Sisters Hubert, Amnesia, Robert Anne & Leo

Just A Coupl’a Sisters

Sister Hubert & Rev. Mother

Second Fiddle (Reprise)

Sister Robert Anne

I Just Want To Be A Star

Sister Robert Anne

The Drive In
I Could Have Gone To Nashville
Gloria In Excelsis Deo
Holier Than Thou
Nunsense (Reprise)

Sisters Robert Anne, Amnesia & Leo
Sister Amnesia
All
Sister Hubert & All
All

Nunsense
DIANNA FAST

A Message from the Director
Welcome to Nunsense. I hope you are ready for an enjoyable evening of laughter, music and the chance
to be entertained in a live theatre once again! Whether this is your first time at a Fraser Valley Stage
production, or you’ve enjoyed our performances in the past, it is my desire that you will be able to forget
about all the stresses in life and spend this moment enjoying life! With the past two years of dealing with
the effects of COVID, we figured this is just the show you needed. I, for one, am thrilled to be back in the
directing chair. Having directed many musicals with Langley Fundamental Middle Secondary School,
and most recently, with Gallery 7 in Don’t Forget to Dress the Dummies, I am very excited to get “back at
it,” especially directing with the production team from Fraser Valley Stage! It takes a village they say and
they’re right! Thank you to my incredible team and producer, Jean Konda-Witte. You may recognize me from FVS’s production
of Mamma Mia! as Donna Sheridan. That was an amazing experience and I honestly can’t wait to get back into performing again
soon! Tonight you are in for a real treat as we have five very talented ladies performing for you, all bringing the best of what
they’ve got! So seriously . . . sit back, relax and enjoy. You deserve it!

KERRY O’DONOVAN

Musical Director (Father O’Donovan)
Kerry is a performer, instructor, pianist, and music director with credits including Oliver, Legally Blonde
(Theatre Under the Stars), Hairspray (Touchstone/Carousel Theatre), Guys & Dolls and The Full Monty
(Patrick Street Prod/Persephone) plus over 50 others. As a musician, Kerry is a classically trained pianist
and studied jazz at Capilano University. He is an in-demand accompanist in and around Vancouver and
has played in rock bands, on cruise ships, and for countless special events, with a major highlight playing
on the mainstage of the TED conference in 2015 and sharing a stage with astronaut Chris Hadfield at
the Vogue Theatre. As a performer, Kerry played the lead role in a highly praised workshop production of
Franklin Falls in L.A. for the ASCAP/Disney musical theatre workshop, adjudicated by Stephen Schwartz
and Jason Robert Brown. In 2007 Kerry won the $10,000 prize in the Red Robinson Talent Showdown at the PNE. Other favourite
roles include Saint Jimmy in American Idiot (URP), Seymour in Little Shop of Horrors (Fighting Chance Productions) and Motel
in Fiddler on the Roof (Royal City Musical Theatre). For over four years, Kerry was the lead singer/pianist and host of the very
popular "Keys" at XY Lounge, a weekly musical theatre sing-along night. Kerry is very pleased to be making his FVS debut with
this team of lovely and talented women.

MARY BOONSTRA
Choreographer

Mary has been heavily involved in Abbotsford’s arts community for the past 28 years. She has choreographed
a number of musicals including Grease, Oliver, Showboat, Carousel, Peter Pan, Fiddler on the Roof,
South Pacific, Wizard of Oz, The Good Game, Waiting for the Parade, Leading Ladies and Moulin Rouge. Her
involvement also extends to the community having choreographed Business in Black for the Abbotsford
Business Excellence Awards, directed the Abbotsford Heat ‘Fever Dance Team’ and coordinated
community flash mobs to raise awareness and funds for local non-profits. She was the Director of
Ceremonies for the 2016 BC Summer Games in Abbotsford and has written and directed Find My Way,
Coming Home, Freedom and most recently, Believe, which premiered in Abbotsford in December. Mary is
also co-owner of Legacy Dance Productions.

BRIANNA DEITCH
Assistant Choreographer

Brianna was born and raised in Calgary, beginning her dance training at the age of three. She has
studied dance and performed at various venues throughout North America. Brianna has been teaching
and choreographing for dance studios as well as professional shows for the past 16 years and has also
had the pleasure of adjudicating at several Canadian dance competitions. Students who have studied
under Brianna have been awarded scholarships to train around the world. Many of them can now be seen
dancing professionally as well as teaching at many well respected studios.

Cast
PAULINA HARSKAMP

as Sister Mary Regina (Reverend Mother)
Paulina has been a member of Fraser Valley Stage for the past 26 years. During this
time, she has performed in leading roles and directed many of their productions. She has
also written, created and staged theatricals, among them are Stranded at Westcliffe
(a two-act play with music by Gilbert and Sullivan) for FVS, three Remembrance Day
programs for the Abbotsford Art Gallery, the Reach and a 1920s inspired centennial
evening “Speak Easy” for the Abbotsford Heritage Society. She most recently appeared
as Melissa in the FVS October production of Love Letters. Paulina is thrilled to be
performing with this talented cast of women and looks forward to “mothering” her
charges in this fun and irreverent bit of Nunsense.

LAUREN TROTZUK
as Sister Mary Hubert

Lauren is excited to be rejoining FVS for this hilarious and witty production of Nunsense.
An actor, singer, director, playwright and arts instructor, she is always looking for ways to
share her passion of theatre with others. Favourite theatre credits include: Puck in
A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Bard in the Valley), Cat in the Hat in Seussical (FV Gilbert
& Sullivan Society) Little Red in Into the Woods (North Shore Light Opera Society) and
Jemima in CATS (Fighting Chance Productions). Future projects include debuting
How to Survive the Apocalypse (Without Really Dying), a musical she co-wrote and
will direct for the 2022 Siloam Festival. She said acting with such a talented group in
Nunsense has been a delight. Enjoy the show!

KATHRYN FERGUSON
as Sister Robert Anne

Kathryn is delighted to step into the nun’s habit alongside a brilliant cast and crew
for Nunsense. This is her second show with Fraser Valley Stage after portraying
saucy Elaine in Last of the Red Hot Lovers last fall. Prior to her move to Abbotsford,
Kathryn performed in North and West Vancouver with Pandora’s Vox, North Vancouver
Community Players and St. Martin’s Players (SMP) Dramatic Society. Kathryn hopes that
you enjoy this wild show and encourages you to get taken with the spirit! Remember,
there is a little sparkle inside each of us. Shine on, audience!

Cast
DEANNE MOORE
as Sister Mary Amnesia

Deanne is so excited to be playing Sister Amnesia in Nunsense, her first time back on
stage since 2019! She feels so honoured to be a part of such a wonderfully funny show
that’s full of heart, and feels very lucky to be working with her fellow nuns and creative
team. Deanne recently graduated from UFV with her BA Theatre Major, and has been
performing across the Fraser Valley for many years. Her last show with FVS was one of
her favourites, playing Irene Molloy in Hello, Dolly! It was a dream role, and also the place
where she met her husband. Deanne would like to thank her friends and family for their
continued love and support, and she hopes you enjoy the show!

DANICA DOMAY
as Sister Mary Leo

Welcome back to the theatre! This might not be everyone’s first show back post-pandemic
but it’s Danica’s first time back on a stage in two years and she says it feels amazing!
Some of her more recent credits include Mamma Mia! (Fraser Valley Stage), Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat (Gallery7) and Motown Magic: Live in Concert (a
Motown extravaganza where she was both a performer and choreographer). Being a nun
might not be everyone’s cup of tea, but she hopes you enjoy this Sister Act (her fellow sisters
acting) and see that nothing, not even morning prayers, must be taken completely
seriously. Enjoy the show!

MIKE HENRY
as Brother Michael

It was Mike’s daughter, Amaris, who first wanted to make the foray into the world of
theatre he will tell you, and he was just along for the ride. Now 12 years later, Mike has
been involved in different aspects of many shows: on-stage, back-stage and in the
orchestra. Mike is excited to be doing double-duty in Nunsense, combining back-stage
work with some on-stage time. Both roles have become very natural to him. While
he may have been born for the stage, he is also pretty handy at moving heavy things
around.

Nunsense
JEAN KONDA-WITTE
Message from the Producer

I am thrilled and honoured to be the producer of this fabulous show for Fraser Valley Stage. This is the
perfect show for this particular time; light-hearted and funny, musical with song and dance, wacky
and outrageous, and an ‘anything goes’ sense of fun.
Based on the book Nunsense by Dan Goggin, the show is a musical fundraiser in a middle school
gym put on by the Little Sisters of Hoboken to raise money to bury their fellow sisters who were
accidently poisoned by the convent cook, Sister Julia (Child of God). Goggin spent a good part of
his life around nuns and had wonderful memories. “I wanted to share what I knew to be “the humour
of the nun,” he wrote. Though it may be hard to believe, each of the sisters in the show is based on
a real-life nun he added.
The five experienced and talented women in Nunsense bring their unique personalities to their role:
Rev. Mother (Paulina Harskamp), whose ‘bark is worse than her bite,’ is quick-witted and knows how to get a laugh;
Sister Hubert (Lauren Trotzuk) tries to be dignified but is ready to click up her heels at almost any moment; Sister Robert Anne
(Kathryn Ferguson) is a tough street-wise nun with a heart of gold; Sister Amnesia (Deanne Moore) is a picture of innocence who
can’t remember her past; and Sister Leo (Danica Domay) has always wanted to be the first ballerina nun.
Nunsense was the second-longest running Off-Broadway show in history and has been embraced by audiences worldwide.
“It’s guaranteed to lift your spirits . . . Very, very funny,” wrote the National Catholic News.
This is my first venture as producer for Fraser Valley Stage, and I have to admit, I’m having a ball. I joined the theatre company in
2005 (with Princess Ida) and performed in various shows (Fiddler on the Roof, Starlight Radio Theatre and others) as a member of
the chorus. But I think I prefer working behind the scenes rather than onstage.
As producer, I am very fortunate to have amazing, experienced people on my production team; everyone from the set crew
(building and painting), to costumes and props, tickets, front of house, lighting and sound, stage managers and more. These
dedicated volunteers are the heartbeat of Fraser Valley Stage, and without them, we could not do what we do best . . . entertain you!
So, sit back and get ready to embrace the ‘Nonsense that is Nunsense!’

AL PATTISON

Message from the President of FVS
Thank you for attending our performance of Nunsense! When our Selection and Planning
Committee recommended this show to our Board of Directors, we unanimously agreed that it
was the ideal show for the times . . . a small cast performing a perfect combination of lighthearted
humour, music and choreography, not to mention a live orchestra onstage!
We sincerely hope that you like the show and let your family, friends and neighbours know how
much you enjoyed it. We at Fraser Valley Stage are all so happy to be back doing what we love,
providing excellent entertainment to our local theatre community.
Stay tuned for a Christmas show coming up in late November 2022!
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Band
Piano/Keys/Conductor
Bass
Drums
Trumpet

Kerry O’Donovan
Amber Bergeron
Kyle Radomsky
Andrea Flello

Trombone

Bruce Flello

Clarinet/Alto Sax/Flute

Sarah Dyck

Production Team
Producer
Director

Jean Konda-Witte
Dianna Fast

Music Director

Kerry O’Donovan

Choreographer

Mary Boonstra

Assistant Choreographer

Brianna Deitch

Set Design
Technical Director
Lighting/Sound Design
Lighting
Pianist/Rehearsal Pianist

Dianna Fast, Jim Tessaro
Matt Vondette
Matt Vondette, Dianna Fast
Matt Vondette, Mike McWhinney,
Dale Shackleford
Kerry O’Donovan

Properties

Joanne Obermeyer

Costumes

Kathy McWhinney,
Margaret Blackburn (Milliner)

Stage Manager
Stage Crew
Set Construction
Set Painter/Scenic Artist
Set Transportation
Front of House
Marketing/Social Media
Photography
Program

Mike Henry
Asger Hansen
Jim Tessaro, Bill Quast,
Ken Curry, Ernie Willms
Gordon MacKinnon
Al Pattison
Julia Happer
Jean Konda-Witte, Pauline Buck
Jean Konda-Witte, Bob Friesen
Allie Tekavec, Jean Konda-Witte

Web Design & Support

Grant Stolk

Sponsorship

Al Pattison

Tickets/Box Office

Janis Gabbert

Nunsense
FIFTY YEARS AND COUNTING

BECOME A MEMBER

If you’d like to join Fraser Valley Stage,
contact us by email at
info@fraservalleystage.com. There are
many volunteer opportunities for folks of all
ages and abilities, both onstage and behind
the scenes with FVS. Yearly membership is
$20/individuals and $30/families and you can pay by e-Transfer.
As a member, you will receive our quarterly newsletter and
advance notice of our shows and other FVS events. Fraser Valley
Stage is a non-profit society wholly funded by ticket sales and
donations from organizations and individuals. Please join us to
support the arts and local theatre in Abbotsford!

Fraser Valley Stage marks more than five decades
of bringing excellence to local theatre, but it came from
modest beginnings back in the 1960s.
The society had its origins as the Abbotsford
Ladies Chorale, which evolved into the Valley Musical
Theatre Guild in 1969 and was later renamed Fraser
Valley Stage in 1992.
“Over the past 50 years, thousands of Abbotsford
citizens have shared our adventure with community
theatre. It’s entertained and educated, provided a place
to develop new skills and hone existing talents, and been
a wonderful and happy journey,” said Founding President
Beverley Albon.
The mission of the non-profit society is to
promote and foster live theatre, encourage theatrical
arts and skills, and offer leadership, technical advice and
financial assistance (bursaries).
Over the years, FVS has offered a wide variety
of performances, including Broadway shows (Oklahoma!
Hello Dolly, Fiddler on the Roof, Mamma Mia! and more),
original productions (Starlight Radio Theatre), Gilbert &
Sullivan operettas, pantomimes, pub nights (Half Monty),
plays, Christmas shows and Remembrance Day programs.
Members also contribute within the community
at events such as Heritage Days, Learning Plus, Christmas
carolling at seniors’ residences and more. FVS also
represented Abbotsford and Canada five times as the
troupe travelled to the UK to perform at G&S International
festivals in 2001, 2003, 2006, 2012 and 2018.
The backbone of FVS is a large group of
dedicated volunteers who perform on stage, and are also
producers, directors, set builders, marketers, lighting/sound
techs, costume designers, choreographers, photographers
and more.
We are proud to have played a pivotal role in
the cultural life of Abbotsford over five decades and will
continue to do so with the interest and support of fabulous
audiences like you and our sponsors. If you’d like to get
involved, go to www.fraservalleystage.com.

Nunsense

“Enjoy the Show!”
Follow us on social media!
@FVSTAGE
@FRASER VALLEY STAGE

Local banking means you’re
the lead in your wealth story.
Our advisors are here to help you get
a standing ovation.
prospera.ca

Have a great show!

& ASSOCIATES
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

Katharine Johnson

Charles Wiebe

www.cdwandassociates.com

Marty Peters

Please respect theatre etiquette by turning off
all electronic devices and cameras. Please note
that both the light emitted as well as the sound
of your phone is disruptive and discourteous to
the performers and other audience members.
No photography, video or audio recordings are
allowed during this performance, as per our
licensing agreement.
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Special Thanks to ...
Calvin Presbyterian Church, Abbotsford Arts Centre, Robert Bateman Secondary School,
Legacy Dance Productions, Vagabond Players (costumes), Wendy Stibbards,
Margaret Blackburn (milliner), Bob Friesen (photographer),
and our many volunteers who work behind the scenes
To receive news about upcoming productions or to become a supporter or member of Fraser Valley Stage,
contact us at info@fraservalleystage.com
Charitable Tax # 887336196 RR0001

